Joel DeStefano

Interdisciplinary Artist

oeldestefano.com

Joel DeStefano is an interdisciplinary artist based in Vancouver, the unceded territory of the Musqueam, Squamish,
Tsleil-Waututh people. His work explores listening as a creative process, collaboration, play and relationships between
audience and performer.

Trained as a classical and jazz musician, he studied music theory and composition at the University of Western Ontario
(BMus). He later attended Simon Fraser University’s School of Contemporary Art (MFA) where his thesis research was
based in acoustic ecology and critical practices in theatre and performance. He has collaborated on award winning work
with theatre artists, dancers, software engineers, and writers and has performed as an improvising artist in a variety of
contexts.

He was a co-founder and co-artistic director of Proximity Arts, an interdisciplinary arts collective. He is an educator,
running workshops and classes that develop critical thought, creative problem solving and resources for spontaneity,
engagement and collaboration. His community work involves creating and developing programs in theatre, film and
creative writing at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts and acting as board president at the Improvised Arts Society.

Education

Simon Fraser University 2001  Master of Fine Arts- Interdisciplinary
University of Western Ontario 1999  Bachelor of Music- Theory and Composition

Work

2019-present President, Founding Member Improvised Arts Society
2009-present Cultural Programmer — Theatre, Film & Creative Writing Shadbolt Centre for the Arts
2014-15 Consultant Green Thumb Theatre
2006-2010 Improvisational Choir Director Theatre Terrific

2002-2013 Founder and Co-Artistic Director Proximity Arts Society
2002-present Freelance Educator/Workshop Leader

2000-present Freelance Composer-Sound Designer/Performer/Music Director


http://joeldestefano.com
https://improvisedarts.ca/

Creative

2025

2024

2021

2020

2019

2017

2016

2014

2012

2011

2010

2009

Cloud /Cloudy Artist Books with Onjana Yawnghwe
Writer/Designer

The Woman in Black by Susan Hill RCTC
Sound Design, Winner of Cleo Award

The Visitor Miniature Installation
Designer

Sun Song UNIT/PITT
Composer/Designer

Lost Correspondences with Catherine Falkner
Photographer/Designer/Writer

Patience
Writer, Performer

Conglomerations Performance Scores

Surrey/New Westminster

The Lido, Vancouver

Sound of the Sun Compilation Cassette

Postcards(self published)

Studio Theatre, Burnaby

Sonic Field Magazine

Composer Sonic, Social, Distance and Soundtracks for Strange Days

The Fever Cabaret with Melanie Yates
Composer, Performer

Ties That Bind Body Narratives Collective
Composer

Playwork’s Caillou’s House App
Audio Design

Sea of Sand  The Only Animal Theatre
Composer, Sound Design

5 Meditations on the Future City (Podplay)
with Proximity Arts, CBC Radio, New World Theatre
Composer

The Life Game by Keith Johnstone Truth Be Told Theatre
Improvising Musiciasn

Dirty White Theatre Terrific
Composer

Johnny Grant Up in the Air Theatre
Composer/Sound Design

The Secret Son  Theatre Terrific
Composer/Sound Design

Antic Interactive Installation Proximity Arts
Software Design

Various Venues, Vancouver

Studio Theatre, Burnaby

LiveHive Systems

Spanish Banks Beach, Vancouver

Push Festival, Vancouver

Various Venues, Vancouver

Vancouver East Cultural Centre

Performance Works, Vancouver

Roundhouse, Vancouver

Blim Art Space, Vancouver



2007

2006

2005

2004

2001

doGs Theatre Terrific
Composer

Workin’ Theatre Terrific
Compsoer/Performer

A Familiar Ring by Bill Richardson
Arranger/Performer

Lounge by Tanya Marquardt
Composer/Performer

Slowrunning  Theatre Terrific
Composer/Musical Director

Naked Oranges Theatre Terrific
Composer

HAPPYLAND! Leaky Heaven Circus/Proximity Arts
Producer/Composer/performer

Cry Pitch Carrolls by Ruth Margraff
Composer/Performer/Musical Director

Faustian Rodeo Proximity Arts

Composer/ librettist/performer

Leap by Heidi Taylor
Composer/ Sound Design/Performer

Training & Workshops

2025
2023
2020
2018
2018
2017-19

Agentine Tango Lab

Performance Works Vancouver

Vancouver Fringe Festival

CBC Radio Drama

Vancouver Pride Performance Series

Pivot Festival, Whitehorse

Vancouver Fringe Festival

Performance Works, Vancouver

Vancouver Folk Festival

Performance Works, Vancouver

ANZA Club, Vancouver

SFU Theatre

Master Class: Brave Spaces -Increasing Our Capacity for Uncomfortable Feelings--JD

Anti-Oppression Workshop--Cicely Blain
One Page Score Project--Vancouver New Music

The Anthropology of Performance-SFU School of Anthropology

NOW Orchestra Improvisation Workshops



